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Unauthorised liquor vend
removed from forest land

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SOLAN, JUNE 29
Aliquor vend sanctioned on
a forest land diverted to the
State Taxes and Excise
Department (STED) for a
check-post in Tipra, Par-
wanoo, on the Haryana and
Himachal border has been
removed by. the Forest
Department... "
D “The forest land was

* diverted to the STED in
2012 under the Forest Con-
servation Act (FCA). How-
ever, no check-post came
up on the land and it was
sanctioned for a temporary
liquor vend by the STED.
Since the change of end-
use is not permissible with-
out due process under the
FCA, the Forest Depart-
ment took up the matter
with the officials of the
STED, said Solan Division-
al Forest Officer (DFOQ)
Kunal Angrish.

He added that the STED
officials have econfirmed
that the vend was sanc-
tioned erroneously, and

0 R
The site on forest land

near Tipra from where a liquor vend was

removed by the Forest Department. TRIBUNE PHOTO

that it was withdrawn. The
vend was removed by the
vendor in the presence of
forest officials from Par-
wanoo range. Range Offi-

cer Parwanu Banarasi
ensured that the process
was smooth as such

instances, at times, lead to
undue problems.

The DFO stated that the

Solan forest division has .
been trying to bring more
clarity on diversion chan-
nels under the FCA and
the Forest Rights Act.

'Qﬂjz mt‘iﬁlmt L) JUN

To give fillip to eco-tourism, Himachal

PraTisia CHAUBAN

THIBUNE NEWS SPRVICE

SHIMLA, JUNE 29

To give a major fillip to eco-
tourism, the Forest Depart-
ment has prepared a master
plan identifying 400 sites
that will be run through eco-
societies across the state.

It is after an exhaustive
exercise that the Eco Tourism
Masterplan has been readied.
In Phase I, the department

readies masterplan, identifi

The Forest Department has
zeroed down on 93 sites
that will be developed as
the main sites for adven-
ture ecotourism activitles

has zeroed in on 93 sites that
will be developed and promot-
ed as the main sites for adven-
ture eco-tourism activities.

es 400 sites

With there being a major shift

towards adventure tourism
and preference for off-beat
locations, especially post
Covid, the state government is
looking at the eco-tourism
sectoras a major revenue-gen-
erating arena.

Besides, it will also help
create much-needed employ-
ment avenues. Some similar
ventures, especially tented

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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To enhance
green cover,
Himachal jojs ,
handg with
Japan firm

Shimla; Himachaj Pradesh has
entered intoacollaboraﬁon With
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4,600 hectareg of lang,

he establishmen; of 460
Village Forest Development
Societies (VFDs) and over ggg
Self—Help Groups (SHGs) in the
Sevenchosen districts showcaga
dremarkapje collective effort ip
strengthen; gJointforestman
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Panel formed
tolookinto
illegal tree

felling charges

SHIMLA;TUNE29 |

The HP High Court yester-
day constituted a commit-
tee comprising the Deputy
Commissioner and the
Superintendent of Police of
Mandi and the Secretary,
District Legal Services
Authority, Mandi, to look
into the allegdtions of ille-
gal felling of trees in
Nachan forest division.

A Division Bench compris-
ing Chief Justice MS
Ramachandra Rao and Jus-
tice Ajay Mohan Goel passed
the order on the basis of a let-
ter addressed to the Chief
Justice by Raju, a resident of
Chail Chowk in Mandi dis-
trict, taking it suo moto as a
public interest litigation.

Raju alleged in his letter
that at the behest of the DFO,
Nachan, thousands of green
trees had been cut. He said
that roads had been con-
structed illegally by cutting
trees in dense forests. The
forest had been destroyed in
an about 10 km radius of the
Shikari Devi-Dehar road in
the sanctuary region.

He alleged that at the
behest of the DFO, a ground
had been carved out at the
Chail Chowk, at a distance of
about 100 metres from the
rest house by cutting 500
green trees. He prayed for
action against the DFO to
stop devastation of forests
and save the environment
and government money.

Meanwhile, the state
authorities in their reply filed
at the court refuted the alle-
gations levelled in the letter
taken up as a PIL. The court
constituted a committee to
verify the claims made in the
reply and directed it to file its
reply within three months, It
listed the matter for further
hearing on October 10. — OC
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HC FORMS PANEL
TO PROBE ‘ILLEGAL
FELLING' IN
MANDI'S NACHAN

SHIMLA: The High Court of Him-
achal Pradesh has constituted a
committee comprising of the
deputy commissioner, superin-
tendent of police, and the secre-
tary, District Legal Services
Authority, Mandi, to probe into
the allegations of illegal felling of
trees in Nachan forest division of
the district. The Division Bench
comprising the chief justice, MS
Ramachandra Rao, and justice
Ajay Mohan Goel passed the
order on a petition taken up suo
motu by the court as public
interest litigation, on a letter
addressed to the chief justice, by
Raju, a resident of Chail Chowk.

The petitioner has alleged that
at the behest of the DFO,
Nachan, who is posted as such,

for more than five years, thou-"
sands of green trees have been -

felled in the forest division,
Nachan. The petitioner has fur-
ther alleged that roads have been
constructed illegally by cutting
trees from extremely dense for-
est without clearance under the
Forest Conservation Act. The
forest area has been destroyed
despite having a sanctuary
region of about 10 km radius of
Shikari Devi-Dehar Road. It has
been alleged that on the behest
of DFO, a ground has been con-
structed at Chail Chowk, at a dis-
tance of about 100 meters from
Rest House by destroying about
500 green trees. The petitioner
has prayed to take action against
the DFO. The respondents have
disputed the allegations levelled
by the petitioner'in the reply
filed by them. Therefore, the
court has directed the commit-
tee to verify whether the claims
made in the reply filed by the
respondents are true or not. The
committee has been further
directed to file its report within
three months. The matter is
listed for the next hearing on
October 10. HTC
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Tree felling in Nachan:
HC committee to verify
claims of respondents

Tives News NETWORK

Shimla: The Himachal Pra-
desh high court has constitu-
ted a committee to look into
allegations of illegal felling
in Nachan forest division of
: Mandi district and to verify
! the authenticity of claims
! madeinpublicinterestlitiga-
! tion (PIL). The committee,
! comprising deputy commis-
: sioner, superintendent of po-
: lice and District Legal Servi-

: ces Authority secretary, all

from Mandi, has been given
threemonthstofileitsreport.
: HC division bench com-
: prising Chief Justice M S Ra-
¢ machandra Rao and Justice
I Ajay Mohan Goel passed the-
se orders on a petition taken
up suo moto as PIL. A resi-
dent of Chail Chowk village
in Mandi district, Raju. had
: writtena letter to the HP Chi-

ef Justice. He alleged illegal
felling of forest trees invol-
ving the divisional forest offi-
cer. Nachan, in Shikari Kam-
roo Nag. Devi Dehar-Shikari,
Saroph to Kamroo Nag and
roads being laid illegally in
extremely dense forest areas
without obraining clearance
under the Forest Conserva-
tion Act.

He also stated that at the
behest of the DFO, Nachan,
who has held this office for

The committee,
comprising deputy
commissioner,
superintendent of
police and District
Legal Services
Authority secretary,
all from Mandi, has
been given three
months to file its

report

more than five years, thou-
sands of green trees have be-
en cut inmany forest areas of
Nachan forest division. The
letter also claimed that the fo-
rest area has been destroyed
despite having a sanctuary
region of about10 kms radius
on Shikari Devi-Dehar Road
and 500 green trees being ax-
ed for a ground at Chail
Chowk. The petitioner so-
ught action against the DFO
10 save forest, environment
and government money.

As the respondents have
disputed the allegations le-
velled by the petitionerin the-
irreply: thecourthasdirected
the committee to verify as to
whether the respondents’ cla*
imsare trueornot.

Thematter hasbeen listed
on October 10 for further hea-
ring.



